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This guidance is for anyone who wants information about early years qualifications.


All early years providers working with children from birth to 5 years old must follow the regulations on early years foundation stage (EYFS) staff:child ratios. This is the number of qualified staff, at different qualification levels, an early years setting needs to have in order to meet the needs of all children and ensure their safety. These regulations are set out in the early years foundation stage (EYFS) statutory framework.


Providers must make sure staff have the appropriate qualifications to count in the ratios, including the need to have at least one staff member trained in paediatric first aid.


Qualification requirements


Qualifications and ratios


The Department for Education (DfE) defines the qualifications that staff must hold to count in EYFS staff:child ratios. Providers can use our early years qualifications lists to:


	check if a person’s qualification meets the approved ‘full and relevant’ criteria for early years qualifications
	confirm if a person counts in the EYFS staff:child ratios



Qualifications achieved in the United Kingdom


The early years qualifications achieved in the United Kingdom guidance details the list of qualifications gained in the United Kingdom that are all full and relevant and accepted by DfE to work in an early years setting.


It covers:


	qualifications started before 1 September 2014
	qualifications started after 1 September 2014
	level 2 and 3 qualifications
	special educational needs and disability (SEND)
	qualifications achieved in Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland



Qualifications achieved outside the United Kingdom


If you did not get your qualification in the United Kingdom you will have to make an application for recognition to work in early years education in England.


The early years qualifications achieved outside the United Kingdom guidance covers the information you will need to apply for recognition of overseas qualifications to be counted in the EYFS staff:child ratios in England.


This applies to those in:


	Europe
	Rest of the world



Qualifications that do not meet the criteria


Some qualifications do not meet the ‘full and relevant’ criteria set by DfE, meaning you cannot count them, at the appropriate level, in the EYFS staff:child ratios.


Based on certain criteria this could include:


	nurses
	midwives
	specialist community public health nurses



The Early years qualifications that do not meet the criteria guidance provides further information.


Pathway into early years


The Pathway into early years education guidance is for:


	anyone considering a career in the sector
	careers advisers
	Department for Work and Pensions work coaches
	early years practitioners who wish to progress their careers
	employers



It contains planning information and tools for those interested in working in the early years education sector including an Early years career progression map.







      

    Published 25 April 2014
    
Last updated 5 September 2022
      + show all updates
      
        	
              5 September 2022
              Titles 'Qualifications achieved in England' has been updated to 'Qualifications achieved in the United Kingdom' and 'Qualifications achieved outside England' has been changed to 'Qualifications achieved outside the United Kingdom'.

            
	
              10 February 2022
              Updated with links to pages containing existing early years qualification information in a new format.

            
	
              18 January 2022
              We have updated the link to the level 3 early years special educational needs coordinator (SENCO) qualification specification and role description.

            
	
              13 October 2021
              Added information about Pearson knowledge-only pathways to explain that staff with these qualifications cannot count towards the staff:child ratios. Also updated to inform that the level 5 early years lead practitioner apprenticeship is now live. Removed the content relating to the temporary flexibilities for qualifications during the COVID-19 pandemic as they no longer apply.

            
	
              25 May 2021
              Updated 'Overseas qualifications' with additional information on how to request recognition of overseas qualifications.

            
	
              7 April 2021
              We have updated the 'Overseas qualification' section with information about the Statement of Comparability (SoC) which will need to be provided with the qualification information.

            
	
              22 March 2021
              Added information about the qualifications affected by changes to NCFE CACHE early years educator (EYE) and early years educator (EYP) qualifications.

            
	
              4 March 2021
              Updated 'Overseas qualifications' section with instructions on how to apply for recognition.

            
	
              28 January 2021
              Updates to the 'Overseas qualifications' and 'Qualifications started before 1 September 2014' sections with clarification about qualifications information.

            
	
              25 September 2020
              Updated information on 'temporary flexibilities' that may apply to this guidance to reflect changes to regulations.

            
	
              23 July 2020
              Updates to level 3 qualifications early years educator criteria, level 2 early years practitioner apprenticeship standards and level 2 literacy and numeracy qualifications.

            
	
              12 March 2020
              Updated sections: Qualifications started after 1 September 2014, Early childhood studies (ECS) and related degrees, and Level 2 literacy and numeracy qualifications.

            
	
              7 February 2020
              Added information about level 4 and 5 qualifications completed as part of a level 6 course.

            
	
              25 October 2019
              Added information about T Levels and early years apprenticeships.

            
	
              6 June 2019
              Added information on the level 3 early years educator qualification.

            
	
              28 January 2019
              Added a link for early years qualifications that meet the level 2 early years criteria.

            
	
              5 October 2018
              Clarification of criteria for level 2 early years qualifications from 1 September 2014. Revised information about overseas qualifications for working in the early years sector. Addition of links to websites housing the early years careers progression map.

            
	
              1 August 2018
              Added a section for the 'Early years career progression map' and updated the apprenticeships, SEND and post-September 2014 sections.

            
	
              24 May 2018
              Updated 'Qualifications started after 1 September 2014' and added section on 'SEND'.

            
	
              22 March 2018
              Change to nursing qualifications, adding: The DfE consider that it would not be practical for an individual to maintain their registration if they no longer practice as a nurse. If it can be evidenced that a nurse has been on the register before 1 September 2014, then they continue to be full and relevant.

            
	
              19 December 2017
              Clarified the information about early years apprentices not counting towards the EYFS staff:child ratios until they have qualified.

            
	
              29 November 2017
              Updated Scottish qualification requirements

            
	
              21 June 2017
              Updated text to show policy changes to literacy and numeracy requirements and revised apprenticeships information.

            
	
              7 July 2016
              Content updated and new links added to the level 3 educator qualifications.

            
	
              22 August 2014
              New apprenticeship standards

            
	
              25 April 2014
              First published.

            


      






  
  
    
      Get emails about this page





  

    Print this page







      
        
          
    
      
    
    Contents


        

      

  

  

  

  


      
      
        Related content
      




      


  	Early years qualifications achieved in the United Kingdom
	Early years qualifications achieved outside the United Kingdom






      

    Collection


  	Early years and childcare: guidance for providers

















  
    
        
  
      



      

    Explore the topic


  	Education, training and skills
	Recruiting and managing early years staff






  



    

  




    
  


      
        

  

  
    
      
        Is this page useful?

        	
            
              Maybe
          
	
            
              Yes this page is useful
          
	

            
              No this page is not useful
          


      

    


    
      Thank you for your feedback
    


    
      
        Report a problem with this page
    

  




  


  
    
      


      

      Help us improve GOV.UK

      Don’t include personal or financial information like your National Insurance number or credit card details.


      
        This field is for robots only. Please leave blank
        
      


      

    
  What were you doing?





  

    



      

    
  What went wrong?





  

    




      


  Send



      
        Cancel
      
    

  






  


  
    
      


      
      

      Help us improve GOV.UK

      To help us improve GOV.UK, we’d like to know more about your visit today. We’ll send you a link to a feedback form. It will take only 2 minutes to fill in. Don’t worry we won’t send you spam or share your email address with anyone.


      


            
  Email address







    
    




      


  Send me the survey



      
        Cancel
      

    

  







      


      
  
      
            
              Services and information

                	
                        Benefits
                      
	
                        Births, death, marriages and care
                      
	
                        Business and self-employed
                      
	
                        Childcare and parenting
                      
	
                        Citizenship and living in the UK
                      
	
                        Crime, justice and the law
                      
	
                        Disabled people
                      
	
                        Driving and transport
                      
	
                        Education and learning
                      
	
                        Employing people
                      
	
                        Environment and countryside
                      
	
                        Housing and local services
                      
	
                        Money and tax
                      
	
                        Passports, travel and living abroad
                      
	
                        Visas and immigration
                      
	
                        Working, jobs and pensions
                      


            

            
              Government activity

                	
                        Departments
                      
	
                        News
                      
	
                        Guidance and regulation
                      
	
                        Research and statistics
                      
	
                        Policy papers and consultations
                      
	
                        Transparency
                      
	
                        How government works
                      
	
                        Get involved
                      


            

      


      

    
      
          Support links

          	
                Help
              
	
                Privacy
              
	
                Cookies
              
	
                Accessibility statement
              
	
                Contact
              
	
                Terms and conditions
              
	
                Rhestr o Wasanaethau Cymraeg
              
	
                Government Digital Service
              


        
          
        
        
          All content is available under the Open Government Licence v3.0, except where otherwise stated
        
      

      
        © Crown copyright
      

    

  


    

