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Overview


Experienced middle or senior leaders interested in supporting middle and senior leaders in other schools can apply to become a specialist leader of education (SLE).


System leadership, which includes SLEs, supports the Department for Education’s goal to provide every child and young person with access to high-quality provision, achieving to the best of their ability regardless of location, prior attainment and background.


What a SLE does


SLEs focus on developing leadership capacity. While other roles focus specifically on developing classroom expertise, this role is about developing the capacity and capability of other leaders so that they have the skills to lead their own teams and improve practice in their own schools.


This may be done through one-to-one or group support and could involve a variety of activities, such as:


	data analysis
	coaching
	facilitating and training
	joint action planning



Who can apply


To become a SLE, you need to have been in a leadership role other than headteacher for at least 2 years. Your headteacher will be asked to confirm that you’re in an appropriate role. Higher level teaching assistants are not eligible to apply.


You can be from any type or phase of school.


You do not need to be in an outstanding school or a school that is part of a teaching school alliance, but your school will need to have the capacity to release you to work in other schools.


You must have at least one specialism from our areas of expertise, which are based on the areas of focus in the Ofsted Common Inspection Framework (September 2018):


	
    effectiveness of leadership and management:


    	academies and academy transition
	assessment
	leadership of continuing professional development
	school business management and financial management
	leadership of curriculum


  
	
    outcomes for children and other learners:


    	art
	closing the gap
	drama
	design and technology
	early years
	English
	geography
	history
	information and communication technology
	maths
	modern foreign languages
	music
	phonics
	physical education
	personal, social and health education
	religious education
	science
	special educational needs
	support for the most able pupils
	citizenship


  
	
    quality of teaching, learning and assessment:


    	initial teacher training
	newly qualified teacher development
	assessment


  
	
    personal development, behaviour and welfare:


    	behaviour and discipline
	attendance


  



Time commitment


The types of placements will vary. For example, one might be a 2-day diagnostic exercise, while another might require a 3-month, full time support role. Time may be taken as a block of consecutive days or spread over a longer period.


There’s no minimum or maximum time commitment. You and your school will need to think carefully about capacity and negotiate your availability together.


How to apply


Teaching schools are responsible for the designation of SLEs.


Find teaching schools in your area and contact them directly to check whether they’re recruiting SLEs, and what their designation process is.







      

    Published 21 March 2014
    
Last updated 4 February 2019
      + show all updates
      
        	
              4 February 2019
              Updated guidance and added citizenship as a SLE specialism.

            
	
              18 September 2018
              Updated email contact.

            
	
              29 June 2018
              Removed contact details for teaching school and system leader help desk.

            
	
              18 April 2016
              Updated guidance for potential applicants

            
	
              3 June 2015
              Application round to become an SLE is now open

            
	
              1 October 2014
              Application round now open

            
	
              15 April 2014
              Added list of recruiting teaching schools

            
	
              21 March 2014
              First published.

            


      






  
  
    
      Get emails about this page





  

    Print this page







      
        
          
    
      
    
    Contents


        

      

  

  

  

  


      
      
        Related content
      




      


  	Get school-to-school support from system leaders
	National leaders of governance reform: evaluation

















  
    
        
  
      



      

    Explore the topic


  	School-to-school support
	School leadership






  



    

  




    
  


      
        

  

  
    
      
        Is this page useful?

        	
            
              Maybe
          
	
            
              Yes this page is useful
          
	

            
              No this page is not useful
          


      

    


    
      Thank you for your feedback
    


    
      
        Report a problem with this page
    

  




  


  
    
      


      

      Help us improve GOV.UK

      Don’t include personal or financial information like your National Insurance number or credit card details.


      
        This field is for robots only. Please leave blank
        
      


      

    
  What were you doing?





  

    



      

    
  What went wrong?





  

    




      


  Send



      
        Cancel
      
    

  






  


  
    
      


      
      

      Help us improve GOV.UK

      To help us improve GOV.UK, we’d like to know more about your visit today. We’ll send you a link to a feedback form. It will take only 2 minutes to fill in. Don’t worry we won’t send you spam or share your email address with anyone.


      


            
  Email address







    
    




      


  Send me the survey



      
        Cancel
      

    

  







      


      
  
      
            
              Services and information

                	
                        Benefits
                      
	
                        Births, death, marriages and care
                      
	
                        Business and self-employed
                      
	
                        Childcare and parenting
                      
	
                        Citizenship and living in the UK
                      
	
                        Crime, justice and the law
                      
	
                        Disabled people
                      
	
                        Driving and transport
                      
	
                        Education and learning
                      
	
                        Employing people
                      
	
                        Environment and countryside
                      
	
                        Housing and local services
                      
	
                        Money and tax
                      
	
                        Passports, travel and living abroad
                      
	
                        Visas and immigration
                      
	
                        Working, jobs and pensions
                      


            

            
              Government activity

                	
                        Departments
                      
	
                        News
                      
	
                        Guidance and regulation
                      
	
                        Research and statistics
                      
	
                        Policy papers and consultations
                      
	
                        Transparency
                      
	
                        How government works
                      
	
                        Get involved
                      


            

      


      

    
      
          Support links

          	
                Help
              
	
                Privacy
              
	
                Cookies
              
	
                Accessibility statement
              
	
                Contact
              
	
                Terms and conditions
              
	
                Rhestr o Wasanaethau Cymraeg
              
	
                Government Digital Service
              


        
          
        
        
          All content is available under the Open Government Licence v3.0, except where otherwise stated
        
      

      
        © Crown copyright
      

    

  


    

